[image: A black background with blue text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Cambridge Reproduction 
Early Career Researchers Committee:
Terms of Reference


Purpose of the ECR Committee
To represent the interests of early career researchers (ECRs) in Cambridge with an interest in reproduction, across all schools and affiliated institutions.
	
Roles and responsibilities
To represent ECRs in the Cambridge Reproduction network and elsewhere in Cambridge. For the purposes of this committee, ECR includes current postgraduate students and postdoctoral researchers who are within 7 years of completing a PhD.
To organise events and activities of specific interest to ECRs. 
To support the goals of Cambridge Reproduction as set out by the Steering Committee. 
To act as advocates for Cambridge Reproduction within the Cambridge research communities.
To encourage networking among ECRs with an interest in reproduction.
To advise the Steering Committee and Executive Committee about matters of special interest or importance to ECRs.

Meeting arrangements
The ECR Committee shall meet twice a term (online or in person as suits members) 
The quorum for Steering Committee meetings shall be six members.
The agenda for meetings shall be proposed by the Events & Communications Coordinator and ECR Committee Chair; meeting minutes will be taken by the Events & Communications Coordinator and circulated afterwards.
Proposals for events or other activities may not be considered as final until they have been approved by the Executive Committee, and a budget (if applicable) has been agreed with the Cambridge Reproduction Programme Manager.

Appointments and membership
The ECR committee should consist of eight to ten members, ensuring that all relevant departments and affiliated organisations are represented.
A call will be made to the network for new members to the ECR committee. Eligible members include current postgraduate students (including masters students) and postdoctoral researchers within 7 years of completing a PhD.
Applications for membership to the committee will be reviewed and selected by the Programme Manager and Events & Communications Coordinator for Cambridge Reproduction, to ensure a balance across disciplines and interests. 
Expressions of interest and nominations for membership of the ECR committee are welcome from all members of Cambridge Reproduction, and from the wider Cambridge reproduction community.
The ECR Committee should be formed of a mix of postgraduate and postdoctoral students. 
The Postgraduate Student Representative(s) on the Cambridge Reproduction Steering Committee will be invited to join the ECR committee and act as a liaison between the two bodies.
An ECR Committee Chair will be nominated from among the committee members, to chair meetings and take responsibility for the overall direction of the committee. Other posts may be appointed from within the committee as needed to manage specific areas of responsibility (e.g. social media, training, seminar series, etc.), by agreement of the committee members and Events & Communications Coordinator.
Members of the ECR Committee may be appointed at any time to serve for 1 year (masters students) or 2 years (PhD students and postdocs), with the possibility of re-appointment for one period of 1 year. All eligible members are encouraged to join, even if they are not able to serve for a full term.
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